
Page County Tree BoardPAGE COUNTY TREE BOARDThe Page County Tree Board, a non-profit organization, was formed to provide county citizens a number of services regarding trees and how they can best be used to beautify schools, parks and other public places and the role trees play in maintaining a healthy ecosystem.Primary goals of the Tree Board include:   - Serving as a local source of information to Page County citizens on the best tree/best place, tree health, invasive species, etc. - Using research and education to increase interest and understanding of trees and forests - Designing and implementing the planting of trees for shade and beautification at schools, parks and other public places  - Utilizing trees and bushes for phytoremediation;  this is the use of plants and trees to absorb the surface water from parking lots and other impervious surfaces that would normally flow untreated into the nearest creek or stream - Coordinating with other forestry organizations to enhance knowledge and networking opportunitiesThe Tree Board usually meets the third Monday of the month, generally at 7:00 pm at the Page County courthouse and citizens and guests are always welcome - call to confirm the next meeting date 743-4808.  WHY ARE TREES IMPORTANT?Trees are the original multitaskers.  They provide ecological, social and economic benefits. - Shade trees can reduce a building's temperature by 20 degrees in the summer - Property values of landscaped homes are 5-20% higher than those of non-landscaped homes - Trees improve air and water quality - Trees roots stabilize soil and prevent erosion - Trees keep our air supply fresh by absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen - In one year, a single tree can absorb as much carbon as is produced by a car driven 26,000 miles - Trees provide homes and food for wildlife - Trees add aesthetic value to buildings and grounds - Trees decrease noise pollution - Trees improve water quality by slowing and filtering rain water as well as protecting aquifers and watersheds - Trees provide protection from the downward fall of rain, sleet and hail as well as reduce storm water runoff and the possibility of flooding - Trees located along streets act as a glare and relection controlTen Misconceptions of Tree CareBy: Joe LehnenVirginia Dept of Forestry 1.  Tree roots don’t breathe – ah but they do! Tree roots near the surface of the soil absorb oxygen through the pore spaces of the soil. This is why soil compaction or additions of too much soil around trees often can lead to tree health problems or death. 2.  More mulch is always better – definitely not, especially when it is piled against the tree trunk. Deep mulch against the trunk can lead to bark-rot and the eventual death of the tree. Three to four inches of mulch in a saucer-like circle (deepest on the outside, thinnest near the trunk of the tree) is adequate. 3.  All trees have “carrot-like” tap roots – while some trees may have a deep tap root, most do not. A general rule-of-thumb is that 80% of a tree’s roots are in the top 12 inches of soil.  4.  The more I water the tree, the better it will grow – not necessarily. Young trees need consistent supplies of water to become established, but you can actually “drown” trees and cause root rots – especially in heavier clay soils. Most newly planted trees should get 1” of water (rain or irrigation) per week.  5.  Trees make great foundation plantings – not always! Many trees grow quite tall and wide, and planting them too close to the home can cause damage to the house or a major tree maintenance problem. Be sure to place large trees away from the home in order to give the tree adequate growing space and to protect the house from root damage. 6.  Trees are great to chain the dog to – no….and for several reasons. The dog can compact the soil over time thus killing the roots of the tree. Dog urine, in concentrated areas, can contribute to declining health in trees. Finally, the dog, by running back and forth around the tree, can girdle the tree with its chain and kill the tree in a matter of months.  7.  Trees should be topped yearly – topping, or severely pruning a tree, should only be done under special circumstances. Generally, topping a tree will reduce a tree’s lifespan by decades. Topping removes the leaf cover by which the tree makes food for itself. Severe pruning also leads to rot and disease entering the branches and trunk of the tree due to large open wounds that seldom ever heal.8.  Trees will grow well in sun or shade – in reality, very few trees grow well in shady places. The vast majority of trees that you may want to plant need full or at least partial sunlight in order to grow well.9.  Trees can be kept small – many times people plant large trees in small growing spaces and then attempt to keep them “small”. This does not work well as the tree will soon outgrow your pruning efforts. It is always best to choose an appropriate sized tree for the planting space you have selected. When selecting a tree, make sure to ask about its mature height and crown spread before purchasing it for your project.10  Trees should be staked when planted – unless the tree planting site is in a very windy location, staking is not recommended for newly planted trees. The action of the wind blowing the young tree back and forth stimulates root growth and also increases the trunk strength of the tree. Stake trees only when necessary, and then be sure to remove stakes and support wires as soon as the tree becomes established.  Be sure to protect the tree trunk and bark from being abraded by the staking - old pantyhose work well to stake trees as they don't bite into the bark.  Page County has the 2nd largest Chinquapin Oak in the state of Virginia!  Located on Court Street next to the county administration building, this oak is estimated to be at least 250 years old.  It is but one of the fine old trees we can be proud of in Page County!Links:  Virginia Department of Forestry:  www.dof.virginia.govBelow is a list of deer resistant plant material created by Fort Valley Nursery:Please Note: This is not a complete list and hungry deer will eat just about any plant material!Shrubs:   Boxwood, Barberry, Buddleia, Pieris Japonica, Alberta Spruce, Common LilacTrees:  Serviceberry, Birch, Chamaecyparis, Cryptomeria, Colorado Blue Spruce, Douglas Fir, Katsura, Beech, Kousa Dogwood, Ginkgo, Sourwood, Sweet Gum, Honey LocustAnnuals:  Ageratum, Snap Dragons, Alyssum, Marigolds, Heliotrope, StrawflowerPerrenials:  Artemesia, Russian Sage, Catmint, Agastache, Yarrow, Anemone, Bergenia, Moonbeam Coreopsis, Bleeding Heart, Purple Coneflower, Lavendar, Thyme, Perennial Ferns, Ornamental Grasses
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